Advice Sheet 5.  Cut Flower Foam Preparing For Exhibition Vases My Way - By Paul Fisher

1. The equipment: a block of cut flower foam (‘Oasis’ or similar), a kitchen carving knife, a vase (‘Bikini’ or similar).

2. Using the vase, mark out three equal indentations by pressing the vase into the foam to a depth of about ½”, so creating a cutting template.

3. Using the carving knife cut the foam into three equal pieces between the indentations.

4. Using the carving knife trim each foam piece a little at a time checking fitment into the vase several times (do not trim off more foam than is necessary to fit in the vase).

5. Drop the trimmed foam piece into the vase, tap the vase bottom and the foam should sit snugly to a depth of about ¼” from the vase rim (so that at the show by pressing onto the foam using your thumbs/fingers the foam will sit snugly about ½” below the vase rim).

6. Prepare several foam pieces of various sizes relevant to the vases to be used at the show, consequently saving valuable staging time.
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