
ADVICE SHEET 4.  DAHLIAS CULTIVATING FOR GARDEN USE (GROWING FOR GARDEN DISPLAY/CUT FLOWER, NOT FOR EXHIBITION) MY WAY – BY PAUL FISHER
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Hello and thank you for purchasing mini-plant dahlias from the West Cornwall Dahlia Club.  “How do I now grow my dahlias for garden display (not exhibition use)”?

These are my suggestions - Paul Fisher, Secretary.
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Planting

Your dahlias will have already been hardened off and can be planted now (from 4th week of May, weather dependent).  I will assume that you have added a top dressing fertilizer to your plots such as Gromore, Fish Blood & Bone, Chicken Manure pellets etc.  Having thoroughly watered the plants the night before planting, insert a single bamboo cane for each dahlia at 18"-24" spacing.  Dig a hole close to each cane deep enough so the root ball will be just below the soil surface level.  Add a small handful of multi purpose compost to the base of each hole (I prefer Bulrush multi-purpose).  I usually remove the bottom pair of leaves and insert the plant in the hole so the soil level is at the next pair of leaves up.  Backfill with soil, planting firmly and leaving a depression around each plant for future watering. Water with Maxicrop Original.  Don't water again for about 12 days (thus encouraging the dahlias to make a firm anchorage and not become shallow rooted).  Add slug pellets.  
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              Watering

Commence watering about 12 to 14 days after planting (weather dependant).  However, if it has rained between planting out and now then job done, otherwise water each plant every 3 days, starting with about 1/2 pint at each watering, increasing the amount so that by August each dahlia is receiving about 1 gallon of water per visit.
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 Stopping (removal of centre bud)

Two or three weeks after planting your dahlias should be established.  Now pinch out the centre (crown) bud of each dahlia, say around mid-June, consequently encouraging bushiness and as a result more blooms.
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Growing On  and Supplementary Feeding

After a few more weeks your dahlias will require additional support, so insert 

2 further canes thus creating a triangle of canes around each plant and tie in.  Feeding is more a matter of choice.  About 4 weeks after planting I suggest to commence feeding with a balanced feed according to the maker’s instructions (I do not believe high nitrogen feeds are necessary), using say Liquid Gromore, Chempak No.3 or Maxicrop Balanced Feed.  After a further few more weeks, around mid July, when buds are forming, I suggest you change to a high potash feed, say Phostrogen, Chempak No.4 or a Tomato Feed (preferably with a seaweed additive).

Deadhead as necessary, same as for many other flower types.

I am positive my advice here will  prove useful to you and am equally confident 

you will enjoy and gain satisfaction from growing your dahlias
For further advice please feel free to  contact  me (Paul) using telephone number 

(01209) 610261, or E-mail: paul.fisher45.@btinternet.com
 Thank you, Paul
Created by Paul Fisher, WCDC Secretary, latest amendment 17/08/2009.
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