
Advice Sheet 2. Dahlias Propagating – Striking Cuttings My Way  (The‘No Bottom Heat’ Method) - By Paul Fisher (www.paulsdahliaguide.info)
The equipment to be used: 
· 4” Sterilised Plant Pots
· Hormone Rooting Powder (e.g. Bio Strike)
· Methylated Spirits (alternative: baby sterilising liquid)
· Scalpel
· Marker Pen (alternative: Pencil)
· Cereal packet plastic inners (alternative: Large clear plastic drinks cups)
· Split Green Canes

· Evo Stik Glue

· Elastic Bands

· Sprayer containing tepid water
· Compost (Erin or Bulrush or Westlands MP + added John Innes are those preferred)
· Perlite – any grade (alternative vermiculite)
· Seaweed based Growth Stimulant (Maxicrop or Seasol)   
(Job 1 (using 4” pots): at least 24 hours before striking the cuttings cut the split canes to about 8” lengths and glue a cane to all four corners of the 4” pot, this will stop the cereal packet inner from caving in and touching the cuttings).
Method Used
1.   The evening before taking the cuttings sieve the compost removing large and lumpy bits, and thoroughly mix the sieved compost with perlite at a ratio of 4:1.  Add this medium to a number of 4” pots/canes intact (do not compress but tap the pot on a firm surface to settle the medium) and water in with seaweed based growth stimulant liquid (or liquidised chicken manure pellets @ 1/4 strength).  Place the pots on the greenhouse staging over gentle warmth.  Ensure  all required tools are in place now for use the next morning,  (valuable morning time must be used for taking cuttings whilst they are turgid and sunlight is relatively low and not wasted gathering together equipment). 
2. Starting early the next morning (typically from 7am) dip the scalpel blade in methylated spirits, wipe off any excess, and take cuttings from a tuber to a length of about 2” to 3” (never visit a different tuber until the blade has been sterilised again).  Trim the cuttings to about 1/16” below a leaf joint and carefully remove the bottom pair of leaves and embryo shoots at this junction.  Now depending on the length of the cutting, cut off the next pair of leaves to within about 1/8” of the stem and if remaining top pair of leaves are too big then cut these back by half to alleviate excess moisture loss.  Thus leaving a pair of leaves with a forming pair of leaves/growing tip, prepared cuttings are now about 2” in length.
3. Dip each cutting in hormone rooting powder to a depth of  1/4”.  
4. With this compost/perlite mix there should be no need to use a pencil or similar in order to create a hole to allow the cutting and if you do then the mix is too compacted.  Therefore, lightly push the cutting into the mix at a depth of about 1”, with no need for firming in afterwards.  Each pot will take 5 cuttings. 
5. Lightly spray the potted cuttings with clear tepid water (nothing added to the water) and label the pot.
6. Place the cereal packet plastic inner over the canes and pot of cuttings and keep in place using a couple of elastic bands.  Write the date on the bag.  Alernative: use 3” pots and large clear plastic drinks cup (no canes needed).   
7. Place the lot under the greenhouse staging for 3.5 to 4 weeks, allowing steady rooting to take place.   
8. After 4 weeks, remove batch of cuttings from each pot and repot each cutting into a 3” pot using the same medium. 
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