Advice Sheet 1. Tubers Lifting, Storing, Growing On My Way ~ By Paul Fisher
“I have been asked on several occasions for advice on the subject of the growing on of dahlia tubers (as opposed to dahlia mini-plants).  These are my recommendations for lifting, storing and growing on of tubers with the intention of producing blooms for cut flower or garden display - Paul”
Lifting (Digging Up) and Storing Your Tubers
“I would not start this process until late November because although dahlia blooms/foliage can look tatty from say the beginning of October, below ground the dahlia is forming the tuber, being the powerhouse required to produce those fantastic blooms.  So relax, hold back and use early autumn to plan out next year’s dahlia choices, prepare labels etc.  Conversely, I would not leave it any later because from early December onwards the ground can become stodgy and muddy making the process a comparatively unpleasant one.  Hence, I use the last Saturday and Sunday of November for cutting down my dahlias, and sterilising my greenhouse, then the following weekend for lifting and storing my tubers”.
Late November
1. (Day 1) Saturday – cut down dahlia stems leaving about 6” of stem above ground (the old stems/foliage can be used for composting).
2. (Day 2) Sunday – sterilise your greenhouse, benches and so on  using Jeyes fluid, then leave everything for a week to dry.
A Week Later
3. Put a weed suppressing membrane on the greenhouse floor (for example, old compost bags or dustbin liners).

4. Put a layer of dry peat or dry multi-purpose compost on top of the membrane to a depth of about 4”. 
5. Lift your tubers with a garden fork (remember tubers can spread out considerably so do not dig too close to the stem)
6. Place the intact tubers on top of this layer and cover in around them with some more compost so only the remaining stem part is showing (do not water).
Alernative Method
1. Sterilise greenhouse as for above.
2. Put a layer of dry peat or compost into boxes big enough to take the tubers intact.
3. Place the tubers on top of this and cover them in with more compost (don’t bury).
Planting Your Tubers (from mid April – this should ensure emerging shoots don’t appear whilst there is still a risk of frost)
1. Push 4’ bamboo canes into the soil at about 18” apart (1 cane per tuber) and about 18” deep. 
2. Cut off any unwanted (emerging shoots can be left in tact) stem from each tuber down to the top of the crown (the crown is the union between the tubers chicken legs [or toes] and the stem).  
3. Dig a hole next to each cane big enough to take each tuber intact and deep enough so that each tuber will be about 3” or 4” below soil level.
4. Put a handful of compost into each hole, lightly stir it into the soil with a hand fork or trowel (this will get the tubers off to a good start).
5. Place each tuber into its hole and cover over with soil. Firm lightly.  No need to water the tubers in as they are a ‘powerhouse’ and self-sufficient until they start to shoot above ground in a few weeks.
6. When plants are growing away put 2 more canes around them to create a triangle of canes around each plant and tie in resulting stems as necessary.
[image: image1.jpg]



“Enjoy your dahlia growing”
* Paul Fisher 01209-610261 *
